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they would win and on the other, teams have snatched 
victories from the jaws of defeat; like in the 2017 IPL final, 
Rising Pune Supergiant were cruising towards a win when a 
brilliant last over by Mitchell Johnson, changed the fortunes 
in the favour of Mumbai Indians who ended up winning the 
match and the tournament by one run[4]. 

But the motivation behind this paper has been an analysis of 
the success of any particular team with respect to the 
nationality of the captain leading it. The analysis has 
resulted in uncovering of some interesting patterns, which 
will be discussed in the paper. 

In the 10 seasons, Indian Captains have won the IPL 7 times 
and 3 times it was an Australian captain who got to hold the 
coveted trophy. 

III. EXPERIMENTATION 

As only Indian and Australian captains have won the IPL, 
we would limit our area to only Indian and Australian 
captains. In fact only one non-Indian and non-Australian 
captain has ever managed to reach the Top 4[5] and the 
finals (Daniel Vettori, New Zealand, captain of Royal 
Challengers Bangalore in 2011). Thus, we will limit our 
study to only Indian and Australian captains. 

A. Data Collection 

The data required for the analysis was fetched from online 
sources[5][6][7]. We found some anomalies in the data as 
well. In some cases, the captain of the team was changed 
midway through the series; in those cases, the captain who 
led the team in the semi-finals was considered. 
Table 1 shows that how successful the Australian captains 
have been in the IPL, despite the odds being 
overwhelmingly against them. 

TABLE 1: Probability of winning at the start of the season 
and the actual winner[5] 

 

Year P(AUS) P(IND) Winner Runner-up 
2008 0.125 0.875 AUS IND 
2009 0.250 0.625 AUS IND 
2010 0.250 0.625 IND IND 
2011 0.200 0.500 IND NZ 
2012 0.111 0.667 IND IND 
2013 0.222 0.556 IND IND 
2014 0.250 0.625 IND AUS 
2015 0.375 0.500 IND IND 
2016 0.125 0.750 AUS IND 
2017 0.375 0.625 IND AUS 

B. Techniques Used 

The probabilities have been calculated by dividing the 
number of captains of a particular nationality with total 
number of teams in that season. The formula used is as 
follows: 

  

Here, N represents a nationality of the captain, T represents 
the total number of teams, num(N) represents the number of 

captains of nationality N, and P(N) represents the probability 
of winning the IPL for a captain of nationality N. 

The formula can also be interpreted as: 

      

 
     

   
 

C. Results 

On a careful study of Table 1, the best chance any 
Australian captain has ever had is 0.375 (3/8) in 2015 and 
2017. One Australian captain managed to reach the Top 4 in 
2015 and two reached Top 4 in 2017, with one going to the 
Finals. 
The winning probabilities of an Australian captain have 
fluctuated between 0.11 and 0.25 for rest of the seasons. 
Despite the odds being increasingly against them, they have 
won the IPL trophy 3 times and have been runner-up 2 
times. 
Now, if we consider the captains of the teams that have 
reached Top 4 in the last 10 seasons, another interesting stat 
comes up. 
Out of the 40 captains possible to reach the Top 4, 30 times 
an Indian captain, 9 times has an Australian captain and 
once a captain from New Zealand has reached the Top 4. 
This fact may seem highly favourable for Indian captains 
but if we also study the actual captains who reached Top 4, 
as is done in Table 2 and Table 3, we find some more useful 
data. 

TABLE 2: When a non-Indian captain reached Top 
4[5][6][7] 

Captain 
Number of times in 

Top 4 
Adam Gilchrist (AUS) 2 
Steven Smith (AUS) 2 
David Warner (AUS) 2 
Shane Warne (AUS) 1 
Daniel Vettori (NZ) 1 
Cameron White (AUS) 1 
George Bailey (AUS) 1 

7 10 

Table 2 shows the non-Indian captains who have managed 
to reach Top 4 and the number of times they have reached 
that level. 

TABLE 3: When an Indian captain reached Top 4[5][6][7] 

Captain 
Number of times in 

Top 4 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 8 
Gautam Gambhir 5 
Rohit Sharma 4 
Virender Sehwag 3 
Anil Kumble 2 
Sachin Tendulkar 2 
Virat Kohli 2 
Yuvraj Singh 1 
Harbhajan Singh 1 
Rahul Dravid 1 
Suresh Raina 1 

11 30 

Table 3 shows the Indian captains who have managed to 
reach Top 4 and the number of times they have reached that 
level. 
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D. Result Analysis 

From Table 1, we can see that Australian captains have been 
largely successful despite the odds being heavily against 
them. 
From Table 2, we can see that 7 non-Indian (6 Australian 
and 1 New Zealander) captains have made it to the Top 4 in 
a total of 10 times. This shows there are many cases of a 
different captain reaching the Top 4. 
From Table 3, we can see that 4 Indian captains have alone 
made it to the Top 4 twenty times. When we compare this 
with Indian captains, they have reached the Top 4 30 times, 
and these 30 times have been divided into only 11 captains. 
In fact, for Indian captains, it has been about some few 
captains reaching the stage again and again. 
We can summarise the results with the following points: 

1) Australian captains have been largely successful in 
the ten seasons of IPL, despite the odds being 
heavily against them. 

2) For Indian captains, it has been about the same 
captain reaching the Top 4 again and again. 

3) Whereas, for Australian captains, there has been 
more variety, statistics show that a randomly 
picked Australian captain has been much better 
than a randomly picked Indian captain. 

4) The successful Indian captains have been 
consistent in the long term, but this consistency has 
been missing in the Australian captains. 

Based on the above points, we suggest that more Australians 
should be given an opportunity to lead a team. 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 
V.  

IPL is the most popular cricket league in the world[2]. A lot 
of money is spent on the organisation of the event. The 
teams comprise of some of the best players in the world. 
When high amounts of money are involved, it is also 
important that effort is put in making the best possible team. 
In this paper, we have studied the past results and discussed 
that nationality of the captain can also be an important factor 
for the success of the team. The results have shown that 
Australian captains have been successful despite the odds 
being against them[5][6][7]. We suggest that an Australian 
captain would be even more successful if the odds are equal 
(same number of Indian and Australian captains). 
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